IV                                THE     UPPER    CLASSES
neither pure plutocracy nor pure oligarchy. It Included a
larger part of the people, and it opposed, at least theoretically,
the democratic leaders and some of the democratic institutions
rather than the demos
Without dwelling on the composition of the upper classes,
the comic poets saw the change of attitude, especially in the
younger generation Euripides is accused of having made tfie
citizens 'market-walkers'.1 In earlier times the young man
went to the gymnasium or went hunting, now he frequents
the agora and concerns himself with p^ephtsm^h^ the decrees
accepted in the assembly of the people.2 In adapting the pro-
verb 'Don't give a knife to a child', Eupolis gives a warning
against handing over the State to a child 8 3Vf iltiades and
Penkles, who in the same comedy of Eupolis, the Demot, had
come to life again, took charge of the State 4nor let us suffer
the rule and the sway of peevish minions who trail high offices
like a flaunting robe' 4 In spite of his origin one of these young
men was also the demagogue who had only recently been
admitted as a citizen, and who is said to have his friends
among the 'lazy profligates', or to be one of them himself, and
not a man of dignity 5 'If only they did not carry baskets full
of verdicts and heaps of decrees^6 It has been proved from
the inscriptions that most of the speakers in the assembly,
and the movers of public decrees also, belonged to wealthy
families "
In his famous description of the age Thucydides mentions the
fact that relationship was pushed aside by the hetaina^ the party
club.s We may assume that the youths of Bdelykleon's drinking
1  dcycpocioi, F 1015
2  K 1373? 1382!", C 991, and elsewhere
3  Eupolis 121.              4 Eupolis 100
5  Eupolis 40 P, 24    It depends on the restoration of the missing end of the
line whether the upstart himself or his frier ds belong to the ccrrpccyjaoves iropvai,
translated b} Page as 'unpolitical pansies'   Jensen, Abh Preus^ Ak 1939, no  14,
8ff, following A   Ma^er, Berl  Phil   Wochenschr     1912, 832, takes them ab
Trostituierte ruederen Ranges' and contrasts them with the noble ae}J.voi    But
dcrrpocypicov is not a contrast to aE|av6$, although it is here a word of blame,
Eupolis seems to be at variance with the condemnation of iroAunpccypiocnjVTj, so
well known from Aristophanes and other sources, though the issue is not quite so
simple   I have dealt with these questions m mv article on Poly ft igmoswt
LXVII, 1947, 46rT)
6  frg 217                 ' Sunduall, It , 62$                s Thuc III, 82, 6